
 
CITY OF DEXTER 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 
Tuesday, October 15, 2019 @ 7:00 PM 

Location: Dexter Senior Center 
7720 Ann Arbor St, Dexter, MI 48130 

  

A G E N D A 
1. CALL TO ORDER  
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
 Becky Murillo - Chair  Toni Henkemeyer – Vice Chair  
 Scott Bell – Ex Officio  Joy Gee  
 Joanne Wagner Anne Marques  
 Ronald Miller 
  
 Student Representatives 
 Adam Hauser Nicholas Williamson 
  
3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES – September 17, 2019 
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
5. CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION  
        
6. REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION 
 

A. Chair 
a. Huron Waterloo Pathways Initiative 

 
B. Commissioners and Ex Officio  

a. Tree Board 
b. City Council 
c. Art Selection Committee 
d. Student Representatives 

 
C. Staff Report 

     
7. NEW BUSINESS 

 
A. Discussion of: Parks and Recreation Master Plan and Capital Improvements Plan 
 
B. Discussion of: Ideas for Dexter Community Players 

 
 
8. OLD BUSINESS  
 
 A. Discussion of: Park Maintenance Requests 
 
9. CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION 
 
10.        PROPOSED BUSINESS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
11.        ADJOURNMENT  



 

 

CITY OF DEXTER 
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING 

MEETING MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 

 
The regular meeting of the City of Dexter Parks and Recreation Commission was called to order 
at 7:01 pm at the Dexter Senior Center, 7720 Ann Arbor St.  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners Present: Murillo, Miller, Wagner, Bell, Henkemeyer, Gee, Marques 
 
Commissioners Absent:  
 
Student Representatives Present: Hauser (Arr. 7:04pm) 
 
Student Representatives Absent: Williamson 
 
Others Present: Justin Breyer, City Clerk and Assistant to the City Manager; and Ron Raiford, 
Dexter Lions Club. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 
Motion by Bell, Seconded by Murillo to approve the minutes from July 16, 2019 as presented. 
 
Unanimous Voice Vote 
Motion Adopted 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Murillo, Seconded by Miller to appove the agenda as presented. 
 
Unanimous Voice Vote 
Motion Adopted 
 
CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION 
 
None 
 
REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION 
 
A. CHAIR 
 
Huron Waterloo Pathways Initiative – None 
 
Staff discussed the hydrology report. 
 
B. COMMISSIONERS AND EX-OFFICIO 
 
Tree Board – Joanne Wagner reported that the dead tree in the park was removed. 
 
City Council – Scott Bell reported that there is a place on the City Council agenda to provide an 
update on Parks and Rec meetings. Invited the Commission to provide him with items to report 
to City Council. 



 

 

 
Art Selection Committee – The Commission discussed the placement and quality of current 
temporary pieces. 
 
Student Representatives – Adam Hauser discussed preparing a list of questions for the Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan update. Discussion followed. 
 
C.  STAFF REPORT 
 
Justin Breyer submitted his report per the packet. The Commission discussed signage for the 
ice rink, and the look of the burn area in Mill Creek Park. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
A.  DISCUSSION OF: LIONS CLUB ANNIVERSARY PROJECT 
 
The Commission discussed potential Lions Club anniversary projects. Ron Raiford indicated 
that the Lions Club would prefer to do something at Lions Park, such as a drinking fountain or 
port-o-potties. 
 
B.  DISCUSSION OF: GAZEBO RAILINGS 
 
The Commission discussed a verbal request received by staff to add railings to the Monument 
Park gazebo, which included the following topics: 
 

• Accessibility requirements 

• Value of a ramp 

• Visual iconography of the gazebo 

• Response to the request submitted 
 
C.  DISCUSSION OF: ORDINANCES 
 
The Commission discussed the following items related to use of alcohol in the City’s parks and 
the use of various vehicles on the city’s transportation network: 

• People are consuming alcohol in park anyway 

• Preference for having it as not being openly accepted 

• Change existing park use permit to identify consumption of alcohol. 

• Scooters for handicap accessibility are motorized. 

• Appropriateness of golf carts on roads. 

• Vehicles on transportation network is an issue larger than the Parks Commission. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
PARKS MAINTENANCE REQUESTS 
 

• Remove picnic tables from Lions Park 

• Look into bicycle racks near Artistica 
 
 
CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION 
 
None 



 

 

 
PROPOSED BUSINESS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

• Discussion of Ideas for Dexter Community Players  

• Review Capital Improvements Plan / Master Plan 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion by Murillo, Seconded by Marques adjourn the meeting at 8:58pm.  
 
Unanimous Voice Vote 
Motion Adopted 
 
 
Justin Breyer 
City Clerk and Assistant to the City Manager 



 OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER 
                                                           8140 Main Street ⬧ Dexter, Michigan 48130-1092 ⬧ (734) 426-8303 ⬧ Fax (734) 426-5614 

STAFF REPORT  
 

To: Parks and Recreation Commission 

 

From:    Justin Breyer, Assistant to the City Manager/Clerk 

 

Date:  October 10, 2019 

 

7525 Huron River Dr.  

Rebecca Esselman from the Huron River Watershed Council came to the September 23rd City 

Council meeting to discuss the purchase of 7525 Huron River Dr. City Council has approved 

working with the Watershed Council and HCMA on a project for this property. Council Member 

Cousins and realtor Craig Kivi presented an offer for 7525 Huron River Dr to the seller on Friday, 

October 4, 2019. As of the time of the distribution of the packet, no response has been 

received.  

 

Ice Rink 

As presented in prior reports, the ice-skating rink typically located in Monument Park will be 

relocated to Mill Creek Park North this winter. During the week of September 29th, the 

Department of Public Works worked on smoothing the topsoil in Mill Creek Park North adjacent 

to the playground. Since we no longer have to wait until after Holiday Hustle for installation, it is 

likely to occur the first week of December. 

 

Ann Arbor Trout Unlimited Tree Planting Project 

Staff was contacted by Bill Phillips of Ann Arbor Trout Unlimited regarding a tree planting project 

that AATU is interested in organizing. Mr. Phillips indicated that AATU is interested in planting 

several trees along the western bank of Mill Creek (Bates Farms side). He indicated that this 

could include several trees planted over a mile stretch of the Creek in the spring of 2020. The 

purpose of the project would be to provide shade to the Creek to reduce water temperatures, 

while also beautifying the western side of the Creek. Staff has requested a map of the scope of 

work, and provided Mr. Phillips the contact information for Paul Evanoff. 

 

Mill Creek Park Slope Planting Plan 

As approved by City Council, SmithGroup has been working on a slope planting plan for the Mill 

Creek Park North slope between the Park and the Farmers Market. Attached is a copy of the 

Plan provided by SmithGroup along with an engineer’s estimate of probable cost. 

 

Library Path  

Staff has not received an update from Romine regarding a potential start date for the Library 

path. Staff is working on gathering quotes from other vendors in order to get the work 

completed prior to winter. 

 

Lions Park Playground 

As requested at the last meeting, the picnic tables at Lions Park have been relocated to other 

parks. 

 

 

 



Dexter Chamber Ice Festival 

On Monday, October 7th, staff met with representatives of the Dexter Chamber and Aubree’s to 

discuss a winter event that they are interested in developing. As discussed, the Chamber would 

like to host an ice-based event in Monument Park on Saturday, January 18th. Depending on 

weather, the event could involve the display of ice sculptures, a snowman competition, 

warming stations, and sledding. There could also be a request to close Central Street in similar 

fashion to Apple Daze.  

 

Mill Creek Park Phase 2 

SmithGroup has updated the design and cost estimate based on MDOT feedback. SmithGroup 

spoke with a representative of MDOT, who indicated that they will be reviewing the final plans 

over the next few weeks. The MDOT representative indicated that bid letting for the project 

would not be until January. Based on that statement, SmithGroup provided the following 

updated timeline: 

• January: Bid Letting 

• February – March 31: Site Prep, Clearing, Earth Excavation, Helical Pier Installation, 

Boardwalk Construction 

• April – June 30: Earth Excavation, Base Prep, Helical Pier Installation, Boardwalk 

Construction 

• July – July 31: Asphalt Paving, Gravel Shoulders, Seeding, Mulching 

• July 31: Substantial Completion  
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SECTION 329100 - SOIL PREPARATION (TOPSOIL) 

PART 1 -  GENERAL 

1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS 

A. Drawings and general provisions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary Conditions and 
Division 01 Specification Sections, apply to this Section. 

1.2 SUMMARY 

A. This section specifies all soil materials designated as "Topsoil" on the drawings or in the specifications.  
Supply topsoil for landscape work from off-site sources.  

B. Related Requirements: 
1. Section 329300 "Exterior Planting" for soil mixtures that include topsoil. 

1.3 REFERENCES 

A. ASTM International, as referenced herein as ASTM. 

B. US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Handbook No. 60 – Diagnosis and Improvement of Saline and Alkali 
Soils. 

1.4 ACTION SUBMITTALS 

A. Source Quality Control: 
1. Material Test Reports:  Conduct Topsoil testing for imported topsoil from off-site sources. 
2. Sample:  Provide 1-quart samples for each topsoil test unit (including source).   
3. Conduct all topsoil sampling and testing prior to delivery from off-site sources. 

1.5 INFORMATIONAL SUBMITTALS 

A. Field Quality Control: 
1. Obtain samples, test materials and submit field test reports as described under Articles 2.1 and 3.1 

below. 

1.6 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. Qualifications: 
1. Soil-Testing Laboratory Qualifications:  The contractor shall engage an independent laboratory or 

university laboratory, recognized by the State Department of Agriculture, with the experience and 
capability to conduct the testing indicated and that specializes in types of tests to be performed. 

PART 2 -  PRODUCTS 

2.1 MATERIALS 

A. Topsoil: 
1. Topsoil for landscape work shall be a fertile, friable, sandy loam or loam surface soil without 

admixture of subsoil screened to be free of stones, stumps, root, trash, debris, and other materials 
deleterious to plant growth.   

2. Particle Size Distribution of Topsoil: 
 

 Sieve Designation Percent Passing 

 1 inch screen 100 
 1/4 inch screen 97 - 100 
 No. 10 U.S.S. mesh sieve 95 - 100 
 No. 140  U.S.S. 15 – 35 

 
3. The pH range shall be 6.5 to 8.0.  Topsoil that does not meet this pH range shall not be approved 

by the Landscape Architect.  
4. Organic content shall not be less than 4 percent and not greater than 20%. 
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5. Clay content determined by Bouyoucous Hydrometer Test: between 5 percent and 15 percent. 
6. Base percentages on dry weight of the sample 

2.2 SOURCE QUALITY CONTROL: 

A. Laboratory Test Reports: 
1. Conduct topsoil testing for each soil test unit as follows: 

a. Existing off-site location(s):  1 sample per acre of site to be excavated or per 1,000 cubic 
yards of stockpiled soil. 

b. Existing on-site areas prior to grading:  1 sample per area of cut as shown on Plans.  
2. Submit all test reports for approval.  Topsoil units that do not meet the soil requirements specified 

under this section will not be permitted for use as Topsoil. 
3. Fertility:  For each unamended soil type, test topsoil for organic materials, pH, phosphate, potash 

content, calcium, magnesium, zinc, iron, and manganese.  
4. Physical Properties:  Determine percent sand, silt and clay and textural classification (USDA) by 

hydrometer method.  Identify all foreign materials such as rock, roots, and vegetation. 
5. Supplemental Testing: Report presence of problem salts, minerals, or heavy metals, including 

aluminum, arsenic, barium, cadmium, chromium, cobalt, lead, lithium, and vanadium.  If such 
problem materials are present, provide additional recommendations for corrective action.  If any 
heavy metal exceeds state listed background levels for human contact, soils will not be approved 
for use on site. 

6. Recommendations: Based on the test results, the independent testing laboratory shall state 
recommendations for soil treatments and soil amendments to be incorporated prior to seeding and 
planting.  List recommendations in weight per 1000 square feet for lawn area and cubic yard of 
plant mixture.  Recommendations shall include; nitrogen, phosphorus, and potash nutrients and all 
soil amendments required for the long-term growth of the specified plants and turf. 

PART 3 -  EXECUTION 

3.1 FIELD QUALITY CONTROL 

A. Sampling:  Each soil test unit shall be a composite of five to seven subsamples taken the full depth of 
proposed source for each acre of surface area.   For on-site stockpiles, discard upper 6 inches of soil 
before sampling.  For large stockpiles, partial excavation will be required for collection of representative 
samples. Include site plan verifying the locations of all topsoil sampling.  Topsoil test reports shall be 
accompanied with each sample unit for review and approval by the Architect. 

B. Testing methods and written recommendations when not references elsewhere, shall comply with USDA's 
Handbook No. 60. Nutrient data to be given in parts per million (ppm) dry soil. 

C. Topsoil shall be as defined in ASTM D5268. 

D. Soil pH shall be tested in accordance with ASTM D4972. 

E. Test for organic material by using ASTM D2974. 

END OF SECTION 
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SECTION 329300 – EXTERIOR PLANTINGS 

PART 1 -  GENERAL 

1.1 RELATED DOCUMENTS 
A. Drawings and general provisions of the Contract, including General and Supplementary Conditions and 

Division 01 Specification Sections, apply to this Section. 

1.2 SUMMARY 

A. Section Includes: 
1. Tree and shrub plantings. 
2. Plug plantings. 
3. Herbaceous perennial and groundcover plantings. 
4. Plant procurement. 
5. Planting mixtures. 
6. Plant mulch. 
7. Staking and guying. 
8. Maintenance. 
9. Warranty replacements. 

B. Related Requirements: 
1. Section 329100 “Soil Preparation (Topsoil)” for lawns and plant mixture amendment. 

1.3 REFERENCES AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 

A. Hortus Third, The Staff of the L.H. Bailey Hortorium. 1976. MacMillan Publishing Co., New York.  

B. ASTM International, as referenced herein as ASTM. 

C. American Standard for Nursery Stock, as referenced herein as ANSI Z60.1-2004. 

D. United State Department of Agriculture (USDA), Plant disease and insect control Phytosanitary and Export 
Certifications. 

E. United States Composting Council, Seal of Testing Assurance (STA), Procedures for sampling and testing 
as outlined in the Test Methods for the Examination of Composting and Compost (TMECC) protocols. 

1.4 DEFINITIONS 

A. Balled and Burlapped Stock:  Plants dug with firm, natural balls of earth in which they were grown, with a 
ball size not less than diameter and depth recommended by ANSI Z60.1 for type and size of plant 
required; wrapped with burlap, tied, rigidly supported, and drum laced with twine with the root flare visible 
at the surface of the ball as recommended by ANSI Z60.1. 

B. Container-Grown Stock:  Healthy, vigorous, well-rooted plants grown in a container, with a 
well-established root system reaching sides of container and maintaining a firm ball when removed from 
container.  Container shall be rigid enough to hold ball shape and protect root mass during shipping and 
be sized according to ANSI Z60.1 for type and size of plant required. 

C. Finish Grade:  Elevation of finished surface of planting soil. 

D. Pesticide:  A substance or mixture intended for preventing, destroying, repelling, or mitigating a pest.  
Pesticides include insecticides, miticides, herbicides, fungicides, rodenticides, and molluscicides.  They 
also include substances or mixtures intended for use as a plant regulator, defoliant, or desiccant.  Some 
sources classify herbicides separately from pesticides. 

E. Pests:  Living organisms that occur where they are not desired or that cause damage to plants, animals, 
or people.  Pests include insects, mites, grubs, mollusks (snails and slugs), rodents (gophers, moles, and 
mice), unwanted plants (weeds), fungi, bacteria, and viruses. 

F. Planting Area:  Areas to be planted. 

G. Planting Soil:  Existing, on-site soil; imported soil; or manufactured soil that has been modified with soil 
amendments and perhaps fertilizers to produce a soil mixture best for plant growth. 

H. Plant; Plants; Plant Material:  These terms refer to vegetation in general, including trees, shrubs, vines, 
ground covers, ornamental grasses, annuals, perennials, bulbs, corms, tubers, or herbaceous vegetation. 
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I. Root Flare:  Also called "trunk flare."  The area at the base of the plant's stem or trunk where the stem or 

trunk broadens to form roots; the area of transition between the root system and the stem or trunk. 

J. Single Central Leader:  A single central dominant leader branch, free of secondary co-dominant stems 
that would compete with the central leader, either naturally occurring or professionally trained in the 
nursery with no stem deformities or residual woody stubs from original leader. 

K. Stem Girdling Roots:  Roots that encircle the stems (trunks) of trees below the soil surface. 

L. Subgrade:  The surface or elevation of subsoil remaining after excavation is complete, or the top surface 
of a fill or backfill before planting soil is placed. 

1.5 PREINSTALLATION MEETINGS 

A. Preinstallation Conference:  Conduct conference at Project site. 

1.6 ACTION SUBMITTALS 

A. Product Data: 
1. Plant procurement verification:   

a. Provide digital photos of all plants materials.  Photos must depict the entire size and 
condition of the plant and include a scale rod or other measuring device to show scale.  For 
species where more than 20 plants are required, include a minimum of three photos that 
show the average plant, the best quality plant, and the worst quality plant to be provided.  
Label each photograph with the plant name, plant size, and name of the growing nursery. 

b. The Contractor may request the Landscape Architect to provide nursery visits for the 
purpose of reviewing and tagging plant materials.  The Contractor shall compensate the 
Landscape Architect for said services. 

c. Substitutions shall not be permitted without written approval from the Landscape Architect. 
2. Tree wrap. 
3. Mulch source and description.  
4. Soil amendments:  Provide information on composition and source of all soil amendments. Include 

test results for compost and peat. 
5. Fertilizer. 

B. Source Quality Control: 
1. Samples: 

a. Mulch: 1 quart by volume in sealed plastic bag labeled with composition of materials by 
percentage of weight and source of mulch.  Each Sample shall be typical of the lot of 
material to be furnished; provide an accurate representation of color, texture, and organic 
makeup. 

b. Staking and/or guying materials. 
2. Test Report: 

a. Topsoil:  Test reports including fertilization recommendations for lawns and plant materials.  
Refer to Section 329100-Soil Preparation (Topsoil). 

3. Certifications/Licenses: 
a. Phytosanitary Certification:  Plant material Inspection Certificates required by Federal, 

State or other governing authority at the time of plant material verification identified above. 
b. License certificate(s) for pesticide applicator. 

4. Nursery Requirements: 
a. Plants shipped to the site as B&B must originate from a licensed plant nursery with a current 

Phytosanitary certification... Field collected plants will not be permitted.  
b. Plant digging shall comply with the following requirements: 

1) Digging shall not occur more than 4 months in advance of plant installation. 
2) Plants dug during the spring digging season must be planted in advance of the fall 

digging season of that same year.  
3) Plants dug during the fall season must be planted during the same season and will 

not be permitted for spring planting. 
4) No plants that have leafed out shall be dug. 
5) Plants with root systems that have grown through the original jute wrapping will not 

be permitted.  This included all plants that have a second jute covering over the root 
ball. 

6) Jute wrapping that is heavily decayed or torn with exposed roots and loose root ball 
soil will not be permitted. 

c. Wrap tree trunks with protective material in advance of digging. 
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C. Field Quality Control: 

1. Project Work Schedule:  Within 4 weeks following the issuance of the Notice to Proceed, submit a 
project work schedule to the Landscape Architect indicating dates for delivery, installation, and 
Substantial Completion for all landscape work.  The Schedule shall be comprehensive and 
address procurement, delivery, and installations of planting areas of the site.  Refer to Part 1.10 
below for a complete list of schedule requirements. 

2. Maintenance Schedule:  Prior to the issuance of Substantial Completion, submit a detailed 
typewritten approach and schedule for the warranty maintenance of all landscape activities outlined 
under Part 3.11 of this section. The schedule shall be comprehensive and shall be the basis for 
monthly payment during the maintenance period. 

3. Irrigation Plan:  Within 4 weeks following the issuance of the Notice to Proceed, submit a detailed 
typewritten approach and schedule that outlines watering requirements for maintaining the 
landscape as described herein.  The Irrigation Plans shall be submitted in conjunction with the 
Maintenance Schedule.  The plan shall address how the plants will be irrigated to ensure health 
and success.  Provide an approved temporary irrigation system or hand water from a source 
approved by the Landscape Architect.  The system shall have the ability to be operated without 
moving hoses or sprinklers around the site between planted areas (i.e. system can be set to water 
one area for the required maintenance period) and may be automated with a timer.  Supply all 
water and equipment at the Contractor’s expense from a source approved by the Landscape 
Architect.  Reliance on natural precipitation will only be allowed with provision of recorded data 
from a rain gauge located within a 2-mile radius of the project site. The schedule shall be 
comprehensive and shall be the basis for monthly payment during the maintenance period. 

4. Maintenance Report Forms:  Using the approved Maintenance Schedule and Irrigation Plan as the 
framework for all maintenance activities. The Contractor shall provide detailed maintenance report 
forms for each site visit.  The reports shall be completed by the on-site maintenance 
superintendent performing the work prior to leaving the site and shall be submitted monthly as 
back-up to each invoice.  Office prepared reports will not be permitted and payment for this work 
will only be made by the Owner when proof of completed specified maintenance has been 
provided.  Each report shall include the following: 
a. Date of activity. 
b. Length of time on site (start time and finish time).  
c. Name and signature of the maintenance superintendent. 
d. Number of personnel performing the work. 
e. Site climatic conditions (rain, wind, temperature, etc.) 
f. Detailed description of maintenance activities performed by area. 

1.7 INFORMATIONAL SUBMITTALS 

A. Qualification Data: 
1. Include list of at least three similar projects completed in the last 5 years by Installer demonstrating 

Installer's capabilities and experience.  Include project names, addresses, and year completed, 
and include names and addresses of owners' contact persons. 

2. Provide resumes of field technician (foreman) responsible for managing the purchase and 
installation of all materials.  Separate resumes shall be provided for the maintenance technicians. 

3. License certificates for arborist. 

1.8 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. Qualifications: 
1. The Contractor shall be a company specializing in exterior landscape installations and 

maintenance, having a minimum 5 years’ experience in projects of the scope and scale being 
specified. 

2. Installer’s field technician: The installer shall provide a full-time supervisor on site when work is in 
progress. 

3. Maintenance field technician:  The maintenance activities for all landscape areas shall be 
performed by skilled employees of the landscape installer.  Subcontractors specializing in 
landscape maintenance will not be permitted unless approved in writing by the Landscape 
Architect. 

4. Pesticide applicator:  State licensed, commercial. 
5. Tree and shrub pruning:  State certified Arborist. 

B. Substitutions: 
1. It is the Contractor’s responsibility to locate and secure all plant materials and to verify their 
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availability through the timely Action Submittal process identified above.  Failure to comply with 
this requirement shall not be a reason for making substitutions.  Furthermore, it may be necessary 
to purchase specified plants from multiple nurseries and from out-of-state sources providing said 
sources are within the same hardiness zone as the site. 

2. Substitutions of plant materials will not be permitted unless authorized in writing by the Landscape 
Architect.  If proof is submitted in writing that a plant specified is not obtainable, the Landscape 
Architect may assist in identifying alternate sources or substitutions.   

3. Plants of larger size may be used if approved and if root balls meet ANSI Z60.1 standards for the 
increased size.  Adjustments will be made at no additional cost to the Owner.  Approval of smaller 
size plant materials shall require a corresponding of the contract price subject to owner approval. 

4. Container plants may be substituted for those designated "B&B” if approved by the Landscape 
Architect. 

C. Measurements:  Measure plants according to ANSI Z60.1.  Do not prune to obtain required sizes. 
1. Trees and Shrubs:  Measure with branches and trunks or canes in their normal position.  Take 

height measurements from or near the top of the root flare for field-grown stock and container 
grown stock.  Measure main body of tree or shrub for height and spread; do not measure branches 
or roots tip to tip.  Take caliper measurements 6 inches above the root flare for trees up to 4-inch 
caliper size. 

2. Other Plants:  Measure with stems, petioles, and foliage in their normal position. 
3. Plants pruned to compensate for transplanting shock will not be accepted if overall height and 

spread does not meet the specified dimensions after pruning. 

D. Plant Material Observation: Landscape Architect may observe plant material either at place of growth (for 
compensation) or at site before, during or after planting for compliance with requirements for genus, 
species, variety, cultivar, size, and quality.  Landscape Architect retains right to observe trees and shrubs 
further for size and condition of balls and root systems, pests, disease symptoms, injuries, and latent 
defects and to reject unsatisfactory or defective material at any time during progress of work.  Remove 
rejected trees or shrubs immediately from Project site. 

1.9 DELIVERY, STORAGE, AND HANDLING 

A. General: 
1. Packaged Materials:  Deliver packaged materials in original unopened containers showing weight, 

analysis and name of manufacturer.  During shipment and storage on site, protect materials from 
breakage, moisture, heat or other damage. 

2. Store materials only in locations approved by the Owner.  

B. Bulk Materials: 
1. Do not dump or store bulk materials near structures, utilities, walkways and pavements, or on 

existing turf areas or plants. 
2. Provide erosion-control measures to prevent erosion or displacement of bulk materials; discharge 

of soil-bearing water runoff; and airborne dust reaching adjacent properties, water conveyance 
systems, or walkways. 

3. Accompany each delivery of bulk materials with appropriate certificates. 

C. Plant Materials: 
1. During shipment, do not bend or bind-tie trees or shrubs in such a manner as to destroy their 

natural shape.  Do not bend, stack or bind plants in a manner that damages bark, breaks branches 
or root systems, deforms root balls or destroys natural shape. 

2. Transport plants in closed vehicles or with the entire load properly covered to protect from drying 
winds, heat, freezing or other exposure that may be harmful.  Schedule shipping to minimize 
on-site storage of plants. Closed vehicles shall be adequately ventilated/refrigerated. 

3. Stock shall not be shipped until the planting preparations have been completed.  If planting is 
delayed more than 24 hours after delivery, set plants and trees in their appropriate aspect (sun, 
filtered sun, or shade), protect from weather and mechanical damage, and keep roots moist. 
a. Set balled stock on ground and cover ball with soil, or bark mulch. 
b. Do not remove container-grown stock from containers before time of planting. 
c. Water root systems of plants stored on-site deeply and thoroughly with a fine-mist spray.  

Water as often as necessary to maintain root systems in a moist, but not overly wet 
condition. 

4. Labels:  Prior to shipping, each plant or bundle of like variety and size shall be labeled with legible 
weatherproof tags indicating the correct name and size of plant.  Label plug flats individually or in 



SmithGroup 11317.000 Mill Creek Park 
 Slope Restoration 
 23 September 2019; Bid Issuance 

 
bundles of like variety. 

5. Handle plants at all times in accordance with the best horticultural practices.  Lift B&B materials 
from the bottom of the ball only; do not roll the plants. Plants handled otherwise will be subject to 
rejection.  Balled and burlapped plants which have cracked or broken balls are not acceptable and 
shall not be planted.  Plants with mechanical damage, deformation or breakage will not be 
accepted and are to be replaced at the Contractor's expense. 

1.10 SCHEDULING 

A. Work Schedule: 
1. Upon authorization to proceed with the work, submit a project work schedule indicating the dates of 

each of the following items: 
a. Submittal schedule. 
b. Tagging of plants in nurseries. 
c. Delivery of other materials to the site. 
d. Staking of plant locations on the site. 
e. Delivery of plant material to the site. 
f. Planting. 
g. Substantial Completion of the work. 
h. Maintenance period. 

2. Update schedule monthly to reflect progress of the work. 

B. Planting Season: 
1. Materials shall be installed during planting seasons normally recognized in the job locality. 
2. USDA Hardiness Zone 5: 

a. B&B plants, planting season shall be from April 1 through June 1 and from October 1 until 
the prepared soil becomes frozen. Container plants and plugs, planting season shall be 
from April 1 through May 15 and from September 23 until October 15.  

3. If special circumstances warrant installation outside the normal planting season, submit a written 
request to the Landscape Architect describing conditions and stating the proposed variance.  
Planting outside the planting season could extend warranty obligations and will be dependent upon 
the extent of the variance. 

4. Weather limitations:  Proceed with planting only when existing and forecasted weather conditions 
permit planting to be performed when beneficial and optimum results may be obtained.  Apply 
products during favorable weather conditions according to manufacturer's written instructions and 
warranty requirements. 

1.11 WARRANTY, MAINTENANCE AND ACCEPTANCE 

A. Substantial Completion: 
1. The Substantial Completion inspection shall occur for the entire project and only one Notice of 

Substantial Completion will be issued.  Phased approvals will not be permitted.  Following the 
inspection, the Landscape Architect will issue a punch list identifying all work requiring completion 
or correction. 

2. The Contractor shall complete all punch list items within 2 weeks of its issuance. All repairs and 
plant replacements shall occur at no additional cost to the Owner. 

3. Substantial Completion will be provided for all planting areas complying with the following: 
4. Landscape Architect approval of all specified submittals. 
5. The work shall be 100% complete (including all earthwork, plant mixture installation, plantings, and 

clean-up), and ready for inspection. 
6. After receiving a Notice of Substantial Completion warrant and maintain all plantings in accordance 

with Part 3.11 of this Section in a vigorous, well-kept condition until Final Acceptance.  

B. Final Acceptance: 
1. Prior to plant dormancy and the expiration of the warranty and maintenance period, the Landscape 

Architect will conduct an inspection of all plantings and review all previously submitted maintenance 
report forms to verify all completed maintenance activities.  There shall be clear evidence through 
factual reporting by the contractor and field observations made by the Owner or Landscape 
Architect that the specified maintenance has occurred.  Following the inspection, the Landscape 
Architect will issue a punch list identifying all work requiring completion, replacement or correction.  

2. The contractor shall complete all punch list items within 2 weeks of its issuance. All repairs and 
plant replacements shall occur at no additional cost to the Owner. 

3. Final Acceptance will be based upon Landscape Architect and Owner approval and the work 
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having: 
a. Been well maintained with all landscape plantings in a healthy growing condition free of 

disease and insect problems. 
b. All maintenance items completed and documented by Contractor through maintenance 

report forms. 
4. Final Acceptance and the end of the warranty period for the landscape will occur only after all 

punch list items have been satisfactorily completed and the site is left in the condition specified 
under Cleanup and Protection. 

C. Warranty and Maintenance Period: 
1. The end of the warranty and maintenance period shall be 1-year following Substantial Completion. 
2. Prior to and during the warranty and maintenance period, replace any plants that are damaged, 

dead, or, in the opinion of the Landscape Architect, are unhealthy, or have lost more than 25% of 
their natural shape due to dead branches, excessive pruning or improper maintenance.  Rejected 
plant materials shall be removed from the site immediately after being rejected and legally disposed 
off-site.  Replacement plants shall be installed within 2 weeks following the inspection unless 
otherwise agreed to in writing by the Owner. 

3. Only one replacement of any plant is required after Substantial Completion, except for losses due 
to failure to comply with specified installation and/or maintenance requirements.  

4. Make replacements in accordance with the original specifications, plant list, and notes. Fully restore 
areas damaged by replacement operations to their original and specified condition. 

5. The Contractor will not be held responsible for defects resulting from neglect by Owner, abuse or 
damage by others, or unusual phenomena or incidents beyond landscape installer's control which 
result from floods, hail storms, winds over 100 miles per hour, fires or vandalism, unless Contractor 
has not completed specified installation in a manner that could have protected the landscaping 
from these phenomena. 

6. If, in the opinion of the Landscape Architect, it is advisable to extend the warranty and maintenance 
period for an additional growing season, the contractor will be notified of such requirement by the 
Owner.  Improper planting and/or failure to perform and document the specified maintenance in 
accordance with contract requirement shall be the basis for extending the period of establishment 
for a second growing season.  All specified maintenance and warranty requirements will be 
required during this extended period and all costs shall be the responsibility of the Contractor. 

PART 2 -  PRODUCTS 

2.1 Plant Materials 

A. General:  Furnish nursery-grown plants true to genus, species, variety, cultivar, stem form, shearing, and 
other features indicated in the Plant Legend shown on Drawings and with the minimum quality conforming 
to American Standard for Nursery Stock, ANSI Z60.1.  Branching on all plants shall be characteristic of 
the species, well-shaped, full, sound, healthy, vigorous stock of uniform growth and densely foliated when 
in leaf.  All plants shall be free of disease, pests, eggs, larvae, and defects such as knots, sun scald, 
injuries, abrasions, and disfigurement. 
1. Collected Stock:  Do not use plants harvested from the wild, from native stands, from an 

established landscape planting, or not grown in a nursery unless otherwise indicated. 
2. Plants shall originate from the same USDA Hardiness Zone as project site, or lower (colder). 
3. Provide plants of sizes, grades, and ball or container sizes complying with ANSI Z60.1 for types 

and form of plants required.  Where plant height or spread is indicated with a tolerance, the 
smaller dimension is the minimum acceptable; the larger dimension represents the maximum 
permissible.  The average dimension of all plants must, at least, equal the average of the tolerance 
figures shown on the drawings.  Spread shall meet the minimum dimension specified in all 
directions and must be considered as pivoting on center of plant. 

4. Plants of a larger size may be used if acceptable to the Landscape Architect and at no extra cost to 
Owner, with a proportionate increase in size of roots or balls. 

5. Canes on shrubs shall arise at or just below the root crown.  Multi-stem and clump form trees shall 
have branches that arise at or just below the root crown except when approved by the Landscape 
Architect. 

6. All plants shall have a waterproof legible label securely attached to each plant bearing designation 
of plant’s common and scientific name, including genus, species, and cultivar or variety, when 
applicable. 

7. Do not prune plants prior to delivery. 
8. Stressed or damaged plants or those not conforming to the specifications shall be subject to 
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rejection by the Landscape Architect at any time during the term of the contract. 

B. Root treatments on all plants shall conform to the following requirements: 
1. Balled and burlapped ("B&B") plants shall have healthy root systems developed by transplanting or 

root pruning with a firm, natural ball of earth securely wrapped with burlap, bound with cord and 
wire basket.  Root flare shall be visible before planting. Plants with damaged or broken root balls 
or multiple layers of burlap will not be accepted. 

2. Containers shall be finished landscape grade material having their roots well established in the soil 
mass.  Plants over-established in the container, as evidenced by pot-bound root ends, will not be 
accepted. 

3. Perennials and groundcovers shall have well-established root systems reaching to sides of the 
container to maintain a firm ball, but not with excessive root growth encircling the container.  
Provide only plants that are acclimated to outdoor conditions before delivery. 

C. Trees:  Single stem deciduous trees shall have straight single leaders.  Trees with damaged, crooked, or 
multiple leaders; tight vertical branches where bark is squeezed between two branches or between branch 
and trunk ("included bark"); crossing trunks; cut-off limbs more than 3/4 inch in diameter; or with stem 
girdling roots will not be accepted.   
1. Caliper is the trunk diameter taken at a specified distance above root collar as described in ANSI 

Z60.1. 
2. Branching height is the distance above ground where balanced branching occurs. 

2.2 MULCH 

A. Well-composted, finely shredded processed hardwood bark, free from foreign material and fragments in 
excess of 2 inches in any dimension. 
1. Dyed mulch or mulch that is predominantly wood chips will not be accepted. 

2.3 STAKING 

A. Staking: 
1. Tree support stakes shall be minimum 2-inch x 2-inch hardwood posts free of bark or 3-inch 

diameter hardwood or cedar posts with bark intact.  Posts shall be minimum 8 feet long.  Metal 
fence posts are not permitted. 

2. Wire stays for tree stakes shall be No. 12 to 14-gauge galvanized wire.  Polypropylene strapping 
will not be permitted. 

3. Chafing guards shall be fiber-reinforced hose of not less than 1/2 inch inside diameter, color black. 
Multi-colored hose will not be permitted. 

2.4 TREE WRAP 

A. Tree wrap for single stem deciduous trees shall be 4-inch wide, two-ply, waterproofed crepe Kraft paper 
with plies cemented together with asphalt.  Twine used to secure wrap shall be natural fiber two-ply jute.  
Tape or plastic twine will not be permitted as a substitution for the jute twine. 

2.5 WATER 

A. Water shall be available from on-site sources. 

B. Water shall be free of wastewater effluent or other hazardous chemicals.  On-site sources of water may 
be available from the creek at no cost or from City hydrant with appropriate metering.  Confirm prior to 
commencing work. 

2.6 TOPSOIL 

A. Refer to Section 329100. 

2.7 PLANTING MIXTURES 

A. General:  All planting mixtures shall be well pulverized, blended materials, free of rocks, debris of any 
type, tree roots, and other extraneous materials that will impede plant growth.  When blending off-site 
amendments (peat, compost, etc.) with topsoil, the topsoil shall be pulverized and screened to remove all 
non-soil materials greater than ½ inch diameter.  On-site sub-soils will not be permitted for use in plant 
mixtures. 

B. Standard planting backfill for individual tree and shrub pits shall be: 1 part existing, well pulverized soil 
excavated from planting pit thoroughly blended with 1-part pre-approved off-site topsoil. 
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C. Plant bed mixture for beds comprising of perennial and native grass plugs shall be 6” deep pre-approved 

off-site topsoil. 

2.8 SOIL AMENDMENTS 

A. Peat shall be a product having at least 95% organic content consisting of sphagnum peat moss with a pH 
range of 3.0 – 4.0 and Von Post decomposition value of H1 – H3, or low-lime reed-sedge peat with a pH 
range of 4.0 to 5.0 and Von Post decomposition value of H4 – H6.  Product shall be free of sticks, wood or 
other debris. 

B. Compost shall be a heavily decomposed mature/stabilized, humus-like material derived from the aerobic 
decomposition of yard clippings or other compostable materials.  Manure is not suitable for use.  The 
compost shall have a dark brown or black color, be capable of supporting plant growth without ongoing 
addition of fertilizers or other soil amendments and shall not have an objectionable odor.  The compost 
shall be free of plastic, glass, metal and other physical contaminants, as well as viable weed seeds and 
other plant parts capable of reproducing (except airborne weed species). 
1. pH:  5.5 to 8. 
2. Moisture content:  35 to 55 percent by weight.  No visible free water or dust is produced when 

handling it. 
3. Sieve analysis:  100 percent passing ¾ inch screen. 
4. Soluble salt content:  Less than 5 percent. 
5. Organic matter content:  Minimum 60 percent. 

C. Sand shall be clean, coarse, ungraded, meeting the requirements of ASTM C33 for fine aggregates. 

D. pH Adjusters: 
1. Lime shall be finely ground agricultural grade dolomitic limestone containing not less than 85% 

calcium and magnesium carbonates conforming to ASTM C602, Class T or O. 
2. Elemental sulfur shall be granular, biodegradable, horticultural grade material containing at least 

90% sulfur, with a minimum of 99% passing through No. 6 sieve and a maximum of 10% passing 
through No. 40 sieve. 

2.9 FERTILIZER 

A. Fertilizers are required at the time of installation and during the warranty/maintenance period.  The 
fertilization program shall be based on soil testing and formulations and rates of application shall be based 
on test reports provided by the independent testing laboratory. 

B. The independent testing laboratory shall also prepare a custom formulation and rate for each category of 
plants to be installed and maintained; i.e. trees, shrubs, and perennials.  

C. Fertilizers shall include organic and inorganic, slow release and water-soluble nitrogen and the 
percentages shall be based on soil types and the time of year being applied.  Fertilizers shall not be 
applied during the hot summer months unless specific to blooming plants or in the late summer when plant 
growth will not harden off prior to the first killing frost. 

D. The fertilizer to be used to amend the soil before planting shall be granular fertilizer that conforms to 
applicable state and federal regulations and contains no less than 60% slow-release nitrogen. 

E. Fertilizer to be used during the year warranty maintenance period shall be a complete fertilizer of neutral 
character, consisting of fast- and slow-release nitrogen, not less than 30% of the nitrogen from a slow 
release source.  Fifty percent of the nitrogen shall be derived from natural organic sources.  The 
formulations shall be as outlined in Part 3.11B.10 of this Section. 

2.10 PESTICIDES AND HERBICIDES 

A. Pesticides and herbicides shall be registered and approved by the EPA, acceptable to authorities having 
jurisdiction, and of type recommended by manufacturer for each specific problem and as required for 
project conditions and application.  Do not use restricted-use pesticides and herbicides unless authorized 
in writing by authorities having jurisdiction. 
1. Pre-Emergent Herbicide (Selective and Non-Selective):  Effective for controlling the germination or 

growth of weeds within planted areas at the soil level directly below the mulch layer. 
2. Post-Emergent Herbicide (Selective and Non-Selective):  Effective for controlling weed growth that 

has already germinated. 
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PART 3 -  EXECUTION 

3.1 EXAMINATION 

A. General: 
1. Prior to beginning work, examine and verify the acceptability of the project site and notify the 

Landscape Architect of unsatisfactory conditions.  Do not proceed with the work until 
unsatisfactory conditions have been corrected or resolved. 

2. The project involves grading and plantings on a steep slope.  Read all Plan notes before 
commencing work.  Maintain the integrity of the slope during construction.   

3. Verify that no foreign or deleterious material has been deposited in soil within a planting area. 
4. Where planting occurs in close proximity to other site improvements, provide adequate protection 

to all features prior to commencing work.  Promptly repair any items damaged during planting 
operations to their original condition. 

5. Do not mix or place soils and soil amendments in frozen, wet, or muddy conditions. 
6. Suspend spoil spreading and grading, operations during periods of excessive soil moisture until the 

moisture content reaches acceptable levels to attain the required results.  
7. Uniformly moisten excessively dry soil that is not workable and which is too dusty.  
8. If plants die or are rejected due to non-conformity to contract requirements, they must be removed 

from the site immediately and replaced before Substantial Completion. 

B. Utilities:  Have all underground utilities located by servicing agencies.  In the vicinity of utilities, 
hand-excavate to minimize possibility of damage. 

C. On-site sources of water will be available for use by the landscape installer. 

D. Pesticides and Other Chemicals: 
1. General:  All plants delivered to the site shall be free of disease, pests, eggs, and larvae.  

Promptly remove all plants that do not conform to this requirement. 
a. Insecticides should only be used to control pests when present in quantities that will be 

detrimental to plant vigor. 
b. Applying foliar herbicides to control weeds in plant beds after installation will not be 

permitted unless approved in advance by the Landscape Architect.  Approval will only be 
granted if plants to be controlled cannot be effectively removed by hand pulling.  Foliar 
herbiciding will only be permitted as part of the weed control program developed by the 
Contractor in advance of planting. 

c. All chemical shall be stored and mixed off-site. No chemicals of any type shall remain on 
site at the end of each work day. 

d. Do not apply over water or dispose of used container on-site. 
e. Post all pesticide and herbicide applications. 

E. Coordination with Other Work: 
1. The Contractor shall coordinate work with other contractors or trades to determine the appropriate 

sequence of landscape installation with respect to other work on the site. 
2. Completed work installed out of construction sequence which is subsequently disturbed by the 

completion of work by other trades shall be repaired by the landscape installer at no cost to the 
Owner. 

3. Maintain grade stakes and layout controls set by others until removal is mutually agreed upon by all 
parties concerned. 

3.2 PREPARATION 

A. Protect structures, utilities, sidewalks, pavements, and other facilities and turf areas and existing plants 
from damage caused by planting operations. 

B. Install erosion control measures, if necessary, to prevent erosion or displacement of soils and discharge of 
soil-bearing water run-off or airborne dust to adjacent properties, natural resources and walkways. 

C. Vegetation Removal:  See Plan notes.  

3.3 LAYOUT 

A. Accurately lay out each plant location and planting bed edges according to the drawings, using clearly 
visible painted, labeled stakes or plastic flags.  Spray paint continuous lines on bare soil delineating plant 
bed boundaries.  When scaling locations on the drawings, use at least 2 known reference points as layout 
controls to determine plant locations.  Do not proceed with planting operations until locations have been 
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reviewed and approved in writing by the Landscape Architect. 

B. Prior to installation, all plant locations and bed edges must be approved by the Landscape Architect, who 
may field adjust locations at no additional cost to Owner.  Plants installed without layout approval are 
subject to relocation by the Contractor at their expense. 

3.4 PLANT INSTALLATION 

A. General:  Complete all plantings and mulching prior to fine grading adjacent seed beds. 

B. Planting Pit Excavation: 
1. Remove rocks and other unclassified underground obstructions to at least 6 inches below the 

finished planting depth of the root ball only if these objects will interfere with planting.  Trim 
perimeter of planting pit leaving center area of bottom raised slightly to support root ball and assist 
in drainage away from center.  Ensure that root ball will sit on undisturbed base soil to prevent 
settling.  If plant pits are initially dug too deep, add soil to raise it to the correct level and thoroughly 
tamp the added soil to prevent settling. 

2. If underground utilities or other surface or subsurface obstructions are encountered that cannot be 
removed, do not proceed with planting operations until alternate planting locations have been 
selected and approved by the Landscape Architect. 

3. Size and configure planting pits in accordance with the planting details.  If rotating augers or other 
mechanical diggers are used, scarify the side walls and bottom of the pit. 

4. Where poor soil percolation is probable, test drainage by filling planting pits with 12 inches of water.  
Record the drainage time for each pit and if, in the opinion of the Landscape Architect, the water 
does not adequately drain off within 24 hours, install drains or raise plant pits as directed. 

5. Keep excavations covered or otherwise protected after working hours and when unattended by 
Installer's personnel. 

C. Planting Bed Excavation: 
1. Cut grades, where shown on Plans, under direction of Landscape Architect.  Grade subgrade 

smooth and uniform.   
2. Where plant beds terminate next to pavement surfaces, subgrade transitions shall be 12 inches 

wide within the plant bed to protect pavement base material from being undermined. 
3. Obtain approval from the Landscape Architect for all subgrades prior to placing plant mixtures.  

Notify the Landscape Architecture at least 48 hours in advance of placing plant mixture. 
4. Keep excavations covered or otherwise protected after working hours and when unattended by 

Installer's personnel. 

D. Mixing and Placing Planting Mixtures: 
1. Install planting bed topsoil to the specified proportions and depths.  On-site mixing of existing soil 

with off-site materials shall result in a homogenous blend of all ingredients.  Screen all mixture to 
remove foreign debris and rocks greater than ½ inch diameter prior to placement. 

2. Place topsoil and lightly compact to prevent settlement after planting.  Settlement that occurs after 
planting will require plant removal and the addition of additional topsoil at the Contractor’s expense.   

3. Grade planting areas to a smooth, uniform surface plane.  Roll and rake, remove ridges, and fill 
depressions to meet grade. 

4. Before planting, obtain Landscape Architect’s approval of finish grading; restore planting areas if 
eroded or otherwise disturbed after finish grading. 

E. Fertilizing: 
1. Prior to or during planting, amend all planting pit topsoil and bed mixes by incorporating fertilizer at 

rates specified by soil test reports as specified under Section 329100 – Soil Preparation (Topsoil).  
Do not broadcast fertilize over the surface of the soil or onto any plant root ball. 

2. For individual plant pits, incorporate fertilizer into back fill during planting operations.  For plant 
beds, pre-mix fertilizer prior to installation. 

F. Planting and Backfill: 
1. Do not plant when the ground is frozen or saturated. 
2. Balled and burlapped plants:  Do not use planting stock if root ball is cracked or broken before or 

during planting operation.  Set the plant in the center of planting pit with the crown set between 1 
inch above adjacent soil for shrubs and 2 inches above adjacent soil for trees.  Plant root flares 
shall not be set below adjacent finish grade.  Face plant to give the best appearance or 
relationship to primary views.  Cut away burlap, rope, wire or other wrapping materials from the top 
one-third of the root ball and remove from pit.  If plastic wrap or other non-degradable materials 
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are used in lieu of burlap, completely remove them from the root ball before backfilling.  Backfill 
planting pit approximately two-thirds full, add fertilizer, water and allow planting mixture to settle.  
After the water has been absorbed, complete backfilling and tamp lightly to grade to prevent future 
settlement, and form a watering basin with plant mixture of the size indicated on Plans. 

3. Container-grown plants:  Remove containers and make at least five vertical cuts one-half to one 
inch deep around the root ball and thoroughly loosen the roots on the outside of the ball.  Plant as 
specified above for balled and burlapped plants, and as modified herein.  All container-grown stock 
shall be planted so that top of container soil is level with surrounding grade.  Do not plant higher to 
account for mulch, as mulch should not cover plant crown. 

3.5 SPECIAL PLANTING CONSIDERATIONS: 

A. Sloped Plantings: 
1. When planting on slopes, set the plant so the root flare on the uphill side is flush with the 

surrounding soil on the slope; the edge of the root ball on the downhill side will be above the 
surrounding soil.  Apply enough soil to cover the downhill side of the root ball.  Complete planting 
as specified under Part 3.4 F above. 
a. Install perimeter polyethylene fence tight against the hardwood stakes. 
b. Maintain monofilament in a tight condition until the end of the planting warranty period.  At 

that time, the entire goose grid system shall be removed and disposed of by Contractor 

3.6 MULCHING 

A. Uniformly install mulch saucers on all trees and shrub pits to depth shown on Plans within 48 hours of 
planting.   

B. Spread mulch at 2” depth across entire project site but only 1” depth in all perennial and grass plug beds 

C. Keep mulch out of the crowns of shrubs and perennials, at least 3 inches from all tree trunks, and off 
sidewalks and roadways.  

3.7 PRUNING 

A. After planting, only prune trees and shrubs to remove all dead, dying, broken, or crossed limbs flush with 
the ground or main stem leaving no stubs.  Do not prune to shape or to compensate for transplanting 
shock.  Retain natural form of the plant type.  Prune using standard professional horticultural and 
arboricultural practices.  Remove trimmings from the site. 

B. Employ workers experienced in this type of work. 

3.8 WRAPPING 

A. The trunks of single stem deciduous trees shall be wrapped immediately after planting, but not before the 
condition of the trunks has been inspected and approved by the Landscape Architect.  Trim the margins 
of any abrasions or cuts with a sharp, sterile knife prior to applying wrap. 

B. Wrap trees beginning at the base and extending to the first branches in a spiral pattern with an overlap of 
half the width of the paper. 

C. Secure the wrapping at the top, bottom and at 18-inch maximum intervals with twine. 

3.9 STAKING  

A. Install staking as shown on the details immediately after planting. 

B. Remove and dispose of stakes at the end of the warranty period. 

3.10 CLEANUP AND PROTECTION 

A. Remove excess and waste material daily.  When planting has been completed, clear the site of all debris, 
stockpiles and materials. 

B. Repair any damage to existing landscape, paving or other such features as a result of work related to this 
contract to its original condition. 

C. Protect landscape work and materials from damage due to landscape operations, operations by other 
Contractors and trades, and trespassers.  Maintain protection during installation and maintenance 
periods.  Treat, repair or replace damaged landscape work as directed. 
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3.11 MAINTENANCE 

A. Provide all maintenance under the supervision of a skilled employee of the landscape installer.  The 
skilled maintenance supervisor shall be: capable of conducting plant diagnostics to identify the presence of 
disease and insect problems and be capable of directing a maintenance crew in the performance of 
horticultural maintenance practices identified below. Maintenance requirements identified below shall be 
the basis for information to be included in the Maintenance Schedule and Irrigation Plan identified under 
Part 1.6.C of this section and thoroughly documented under the required Maintenance Report Forms Part 
1.6.D to verify the work has been properly performed. 
1. Failure to perform and submit factual Maintenance Report Forms could result in non-payment for 

said services and require the extension of the warranty and maintenance period an additional year 
at the Contractor’s expense. 

B. Provide all equipment, materials, labor and services to maintain the landscape beginning immediately after 
each plant is installed and continuing until Final Acceptance and the end of the warranty period.  Perform 
all work under the direct supervision of a technician trained to recognize and treat conditions affecting the 
establishment and growth of the plants and perform the following: 
1. Inspect the entire landscape at least once per week during the growing season and perform 

needed maintenance promptly. 
2. Irrigation: 

a. Irrigate all plants to maintain optimum moisture within the root zone.  Reoccurring overly 
dry or wet conditions shall be grounds for rejection of plant material.   

b. The soil of the plug planting zones shall be kept moist to a depth of four-inches throughout 
the first growing season.   

3. All pruning shall be performed by or under the supervision of a licensed arborist.  Prune dead 
wood and broken limbs as identified, in accordance with Part 3.7 - Pruning.  Do not shear 
evergreens or any shrubs unless specifically required to be maintained as a sheared hedge.  
Maintain the natural shape of trees and shrubs. 

4. Maintain stakes taut and in the specified condition.  Repair trees wraps if loose, torn or untied. 
5. Maintain all plant beds and tree saucers weed free.  
6. In spring – prior to the start of the growing season, cut all perennials flush with the ground and 

remove cuttings from the site. 
7. Apply treatments as necessary to keep plants and planted areas free of insects, pests, and 

disease.  Use integrated pest management practices whenever possible to minimize the use of 
pesticides and herbicides.  Treatments include utilizing physical and cultural controls. 

8. All pesticides shall be applied by a licensed pesticide applicator.  Apply pesticides and all other 
chemical products and biological control agents in accordance with the authorities having 
jurisdiction and manufacturer’s written recommendations.  Coordinate applications with Owner’s 
operations and others in proximity to the Work.  Notify Owner at least 24 hours before each 
application is performed.  No mixing or disposal of chemicals is allowed onsite. 

9. Collect all litter and debris from plant beds and dispose off-site. 
10. Fertilization: 

a. Trees, shrubs and ornamental grasses:  Fertilize once in the fall after the first hard freeze 
(usually October) but before the ground freezes; 1 pound of 4-1-2 (N-P-K) per 1,000 square 
feet of ground below the tree canopy or shrub bed. 

b. Perennials:  Fertilize twice, once in the early spring and again 8 weeks later with 1 pound of 
5-10-5 (N-P-K) per 100 square feet. 

11. Remove dead and unacceptable plants as their condition becomes apparent. 
12. At the end of the warranty period, but prior to Final Inspection, remove all staking, trunk wrap, 

mulch saucers and top dress tree rings and beds 1 inch deep with the specified mulch product. 

END OF SECTION 



CUT WITH SOIL DISPOSAL:
· SLOPE TO BE SHAPED UNDER DIRECTION OF LANDSCAPE

ARCHITECT. THE PURPOSE IS TO DECREASE THE STEEPNESS OF
THE SLOPE BOTH DOWNHILL AND TOWARDS STAIRS.

· CUT EXISTING TREES TO GROUND, LEAVE STUMPS, BUT
IMMEDIATELY TREAT WITH AN APPROPRIATE HERBICIDE. REMOVE
SAPLING AND SEEDLING TREE ROOTS IN AREAS OF SLOPE CUT.
EXISTING LARGE CALIPER TREES TO BE REMOVED TO BE
DETERMINED BY CONTRACTOR AND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT.

CUT WITH SOIL RE-DISPOSAL:
· SLOPE TO BE SHAPED UNDER DIRECTION OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT.
· REMOVE HUMPS AND USE SOIL TO FILL LOW AREA SOUTH OF HUMPS.
· CUT EXISTING TREES TO GROUND, LEAVE STUMPS, BUT IMMEDIATELY

TREAT WITH AN APPROPRIATE HERBICIDE.

DEXTER FARMERS MARKET

REMOVE LARGE INVASIVE WOODY SPECIES WITHIN ENTIRE PROJECT AREA BY CUTTING AT BASE,
LEAVING STUMPS, BUT IMMEDIATELY PAINTING WITH AN APPROPRIATE HERBICIDE. SMALLER
SEEDLINGS AND SAPLINGS MAY BE HAND-DUG AND REMOVED ONLY IF DOING SO DOES NOT
CAUSE EXCESS EROSION.  SPECIES INCLUDE:
· BLACK LOCUST (ROBINIA PSEUDOACACIA)
· BOX ELDER (ACER NEGUNDO)
· SMALL CALIPER SILVER MAPLE (ACER SACCHARINUM, ~2-4" CALIPER)
· HONEYSUCKLE (LONICERA SPP.)
· BLACK CHERRY SAPLINGS (PRUNUS SEROTINA)
· BUCKTHORN (RHAMNUS CATHARTICA)
· WHITE MULBERRY (MORUS ALBA)
· AMERICAN ELM (ULMUS AMERICANA)
· NORWAY MAPLE (ACER PLATANOIDES)
· RIVERBANK GRAPE (VITIS RIPARIA)

NATIVE PLANTS HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED INTO THIS APPROXIMATE AREA
AND SHOULD BE LEFT UNDISTURBED. INSTALL BOUNDARY FENCING TO
PROTECT THESE SPECIES DURING CONSTRUCTION. NATIVE PLANT SPECIES  INCLUDE:
· TRILLIUM (TRILLIUM GRANDIFLORUM)
· TOADSHADE (TRILLIUM SESSILE, A STATE-THREATENED SPECIES)
· WILD GINGER (ASARUM CANADENSE)

DO NOT REMOVE THESE TREES (ONE 14"+
BLACK LOCUST, TWO 12-16"+ BOX ELDERS)

CUT WITH SOIL DISPOSAL:
· REMOVE DYING HAWTHORN TREES (CRATAEGUS SPP.).
· SLOPE TO BE SHAPED UNDER DIRECTION OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT.

DO NOT DISTURB EXISTING UTILITY POST

REMOVE/ERADICATE ALL ENGLISH IVY (HEDERA HELIX)

EXISTING TREES (TYP.)

APPROXIMATE LOCATIONS
OF WALL AND FENCE

EXISTING CONCRETE WALK

EXISTING TIMBER STEPS
EXISTING BICYCLE HOOPS

EXISTING BICYCLE HOOPS
EXISTING UTILITY BOX

EXISTING SCULPTURE BASE

GENERAL NOTES:
1. THIS PLAN WAS COMPILED FROM 2009 SURVEY MAPPING, AERIAL PHOTOS, AND NON-AS-BUILT PLANS.  NOT ALL TREES SHOWN

STILL REMAIN AND NEW TREES HAVE GROWN.  LOCATIONS OF FEATURES ARE APPROXIMATE AND SHOULD BE FIELD VERIFIED.
2. THE SLOPE CONTAINS VARIOUS REMNANTS OF CONCRETE, GLASS, BRICKS, AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS DEBRIS.  THIS

DEBRIS SHOULD BE LEFT IN PLACE IN AREAS THAT ARE NOT TO BE DISTURBED.  IF THEIR REMOVAL CAUSES FURTHER
EROSION IN AREAS TO BE DISTURBED, THEY SHOULD BE LEFT IN PLACE TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE. LEAVE FALLEN WOOD IN
UNDISTURBED AREAS.

3. SOIL DISPOSAL SHALL BE AS DIRECTED BY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT.

RESTORATION PLAN

PROJECT NORTH

0' 20'10'5'

SCALE: 1" = 10'

11317.000

LP100

CITY REVIEW 09.12.19

TREE REMOVAL:
1. GRADING AND INSTALLATION OF NEW PLANT MATERIAL WILL INVOLVE WORKING ON STEEP SLOPES AND AROUND EXISTING

PLANT MATERIAL TO REMAIN.  CONTRACTOR MUST TAKE UTMOST CARE TO MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OF THE SLOPE AND
EXISTING PLANTS.  TREE REMOVAL EQUIPMENT AND OTHER CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT ACCESS IS LIMITED TO BOTTOM OR
TOP OF SLOPE, NOT ON SLOPES.  EXISTING PLANTS THAT ARE TO REMAIN THAT ARE INJURED DUE TO CONSTRUCTION WILL BE
REPLACED AT NO COST TO OWNER.  EROSION THAT OCCURS BECAUSE OF CARELESS WORK WILL BE REPAIRED AT NO COST
TO OWNER.

2. LEAVE STUMPS IN PLACE OF ANY TREE OR LARGER WOODY SHRUB THAT IS TO BE REMOVED.

SEALS AND SIGNATURES

KEY PLAN

DRAWING TITLE

PROJECT NUMBER

SCALE

DRAWING NUMBER

DATEREVISSUED FOR

201 DEPOT STREET
SECOND FLOOR
ANN ARBOR, MI  48104
734.662.4457
www.smithgroup.com

MILL CREEK PARK
SLOPE RESTORATION
DEXTER, MICHIGAN

City Of Dexter
8123 Main Street
Dexter, MI 48130

Owner:

SEE SHEET LP101 FOR LANDSCAPE PLAN.
SEE SHEET LP500 FOR PLANTING DETAILS

CITY REVIEW 09.23.19



DEXTER FARMERS MARKET

RESTORE TURF AREAS WITH
LOW-MOW FESCUE SEED MIX

1 CERC

12 DIER

116 CRP

25 GER
25 DRY

3 AMEL

12 HEL
20 MAI

12 DIER
16 ASC

8 DIER

3 HAMA

EXISTING TREES (TYP.)

40 SOL
40 MAI

26 DIER

19 GER
19 DRY

26 ASC

5 PEN

5 CXR
3 DRY

5 TIA
3 DRY
3 CXR

4 DRY
5 TIA

4 CXR
5 DRY
3 CXR
5 TIA

3 DRY
5 DIER
8 CXR

3 CERC
90 CXR
55 MAI
55 GER

8 ARON
40 ARS
90 ASA

43 GER
43 SYM

13 CLTH

3 AMEL
50 ACT
50 GER

5 HAMA

45 CAM
26 HEL

34 SOL
34 SYM

22 PEN
13 CEAN

3 DRY
7 TIA
3 CXR

4 DRY
5 CXR
3 TIA

3 CERC

9 ARON
40 ARS
92 ASA

3 CXR
4 DRY
3 CXR

2 DRY
7 TIA
5 CXR

5 DRY
3 TIA
5 CXR

10 PEN

48 GER
105 ASA

1 AMEL

3 AMEL

EXISTING CONCRETE WALK

EXISTING TIMBER STEPS
EXISTING BICYCLE HOOPS

EXISTING BICYCLE HOOPS
EXISTING UTILITY BOX

EXISTING SCULPTURE BASE

LIMITS
OF

WORK

LIMITS
OF

WORK

LIMITS
OF

WORK

19 SYMP

5 HAMA

10 SYMP

NEW SPLIT RAIL
FENCE

3 HAMA

235 CRP

GENERAL NOTES:
1. THIS PLAN WAS COMPILED FROM 2009 SURVEY MAPPING, AERIAL PHOTOS, AND NON-AS-BUILT PLANS.  NOT ALL EXISTING TREES SHOWN STILL REMAIN ON SITE.

LOCATIONS OF FEATURES ARE APPROXIMATE AND SHOULD BE FIELD VERIFIED.
2. THE SLOPE CONTAINS VARIOUS REMNANTS OF CONCRETE, GLASS, BRICKS, AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS DEBRIS.  THIS DEBRIS SHOULD BE LEFT IN PLACE IN

AREAS THAT ARE NOT TO BE DISTURBED.  IF THEIR REMOVAL CAUSES FURTHER EROSION IN AREAS TO BE DISTURBED, THEY SHOULD BE LEFT IN PLACE TO THE
EXTENT POSSIBLE. LEAVE FALLEN WOOD IN UNDISTURBED AREAS.

3. INSTALLATION OF NEW PLANT MATERIAL WILL INVOLVE MANEUVERING NEW ROOTBALLS AROUND EXISTING ROOTS.  CUT EXISTING ROOTS OF REMOVED TREES
TO ACCOMMODATE NEW ROOTBALLS BUT ONLY IF CONTRACTOR IS SURE THESE ROOTS ARISE FROM REMOVED TREES.  CONTRACTOR CAREFULLY HAND-DIG
AROUND ANY TREE ROOTS OF TREES TO REMAIN OR IF THERE IS ANY UNCERTAINTY REGARDING WHICH TREE THE ROOTS ARISE FROM.

4. INSTALL 6" DEPTH PRE-APPROVED OFF-SITE TOPSOIL IN AREAS TO RECEIVE PERENNIAL PLUG PLANTINGS.
5. DUE TO ESTIMATED LOCATIONS OF EXISTING TREES AND OBJECTS, FINAL LOCATIONS OF PLANTINGS TO BE FIELD ADJUSTED AS NECESSARY.  THE LAYOUT OF

ALL PLANTING BEDS, TREES, AND SHRUBS SHALL BE STAKED BY THE CONTRACTOR FOR REVIEW BY LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT PRIOR TO ANY PLANT
INSTALLATION.  FLAGGING, STAKES, OR PAINT MAY BE USED TO DELINEATE LOCATIONS AS SCALED FROM THE PLANS.  THE LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT WILL REVIEW
THESE LOCATIONS WITH THE CONTRACTOR BEFORE ANY PLANTS ARE INSTALLED AND MAKE MINOR ADJUSTMENTS AS NECESSARY. SUCH ADJUSTMENTS SHALL
OCCUR AT NO ADDITIONAL COST TO THE OWNER.

6. ALL PLANT MATERIALS SHALL CONFORM TO PLANT SCHEDULES.  SIZES SHALL BE THE MINIMUM STATED ON THE PLANT LIST OR LARGER.  LARGER PLANTS WILL
RESULT IN NO ADDITIONAL COST TO OWNER.  ALL MEASUREMENTS SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LATEST EDITION OF THE A.A.N. "STANDARDS FOR
NURSERY STOCK".

7. SPACING OF PLANT MATERIALS SHALL BE AS SHOWN ON PLANS AND AS INDICATED IN PLANT LISTS.  NATIVE PERENNIALS AND GRASSES SHALL BE PLANTED IN
RANDOM GROUPS OF 5-10 BY SPECIES TO ACHIEVE A NATURAL EFFECT.

8. MULCH ENTIRE SLOPE WITH 2" DEPTH PRE-APPROVED FINELY SHREDDED, COMPOSTED, HARDWOOD BARK MULCH EXCEPT IN AREAS TO RECEIVE PERENNIAL
PLANTINGS.  MULCH ALL PERENNIAL PLUG BEDS WITH 1" DEPTH PRE-APPROVED FINELY SHREDDED, COMPOSTED, HARDWOOD BARK MULCH.

10. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL LOCATE AND VERIFY THE EXISTENCE OF ALL UTILITIES PRIOR TO STARTING WORK.
11. ALL DEBRIS ASSOCIATED WITH PLANTING SHALL BE LEGALLY DISPOSED OFF-SITE. CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DISPOSAL.

LANDSCAPE PLAN

PROJECT NORTH

0' 20'10'5'

SCALE: 1" = 10'

11317.000

LP101

CITY REVIEW 09.12.19

SEALS AND SIGNATURES

KEY PLAN

DRAWING TITLE

PROJECT NUMBER

SCALE

DRAWING NUMBER

DATEREVISSUED FOR

201 DEPOT STREET
SECOND FLOOR
ANN ARBOR, MI  48104
734.662.4457
www.smithgroup.com

MILL CREEK PARK
SLOPE RESTORATION
DEXTER, MICHIGAN

City Of Dexter
8123 Main Street
Dexter, MI 48130

Owner:

SEE SHEET LP100 FOR RESTORATION PLAN.
SEE SHEET LP500 FOR PLANTING DETAILS
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